Peck Questions:

Grading Rubric:

3 Points- question included reflective full-page answer, grammatically correct, correct citation, booklist title and year.

2-1 points- lacks reflection, no booklist, incorrect/missing citation, or grammatically incorrect.
.5 point- plot summary with no reflection, numerous typing and/or grammatical errors.

0 points- nonfiction title, not a YA novel, or is a required reading title.

Before you start reading:

1. Familiarize yourself with the lists you are to choose your books from.
2. The lists include more than YA novels, which are what you must read for this assignment, so every book on these lists won’t meet the requirements.
Approved Lists:

Best of the Best Books for Young Adults list 1994-2003

http://www.ala.org/yalsaTemplate.cfm?Section=yalsamoawards&Template=/MembersOnly.cfm&ContentFileID=51453
Best Books for Young Adults

www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/bbya
Any book from Miss. Zucha’s in class selection.

Choosing your novels and questions:

1. Choose one of the questions below for each novel you read. Five novels=five different questions.
2. Think about which question works best with the novel you have chosen. These are not yes or no answers, so choose questions that allow you to answer with depth.
Peck Questions:

1. What would this story be like if the main character were of the opposite sex? ( works well with a first person point of view novel)
2. Why is the story set where it is (not what is the setting)? (Works well with a historical fiction novel or one with a unique geographical setting.)
3. If you were to film this story, which characters would you eliminate if you could not use them all? (Works well with novels that have multiple secondary characters.)
4. Would you film this story in black and white, color, or a combination? (Works well with books that have flashback scenes or ones that are rich in symbolism.)
5. How is the main character different from you?
6. Why or why wouldn’t this story make a good T.V. series? (Works well with episodic novels or books with sequels.)
7. What is one thing in the story that has happened to you?
8. Reread the first paragraph of chapter one. What’s in it that made you read on? (Make sure you are referring to the first paragraph and not the cover, first chapter, etc.)
9. If you designed a new cover for this book, what would it be?
10. What does the title tell you about the book? Does it tell the truth?
(Questions slightly adapted from Richard Peck’s article “Ten Questions to ask about a Novel” in the spring 1978 ALAN Newsletter, pg.1 & 7.)
Writing the Answers:

1. The text of the answer must be a full-page, doubled space, 12 point font Word Document

2. Precede your answer with the question numbered and written out.

3. Conclude with a MLA citation of the book.
